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Background

Results 2010

Kalaupapa National Historical Park is located on the north shore of the island of  Moloka'i in Hawaii. The park 
encompasses a wide variety of habitats from submerged marine resources to lowland coastal, mesic, and rainforest 
habitats as well as three offshore islands. The marine boundary of the park extends a quarter mile offshore around 
the park shoreline and encompasses approximately 2,000 acres.

The objective of the marine fish monitoring protocol is to annually determine the density and size of reef fishes 
along both random and fixed sites at a depth of 10 to 20 meters. A total of 30 transects (sites) are sampled each year. 
The 15 fixed transects were originally surveyed in 2006, and are resurveyed every year. The remaining 15 temporary 
transects are randomly selected each year and surveyed only in that year. Data collection consists of visual counts, 
species identification, and size estimations of all fish encountered within the thirty 25 x 5 meter belt transects. 
Scientific divers conduct this non-destructive survey technique and focus on the day-active fish species that are 
highly visible due to their typically bright coloration and generally large size. This report includes the status of the 
fish populations at all 30 transects in 2010, and trends along the 15 fixed transects from 2006-2010.

Summary Points
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Observations 2006 – 2010

Mean fish density has declined since monitoring was 
initiated. In 2006, mean fish density was 1.91 fish/m2, 
while in 2010 that number had fallen to 1.18 fish/m2.

Mean fish diversity was stable from 2006-2008, but 
increased slightly in 2009 and 2010.

Mean fish species richness remained relatively stable 
(approximately 24 species per transect).

Mean fish biomass remained relatively stable between 
2006 and 2009 (approximately 166 metric tons/km2), but 
a slight decline was observed in 2010 (to 123 mt/km2).





•	 Fish species richness (the number of fish species detected) ranged from 12 to 38 species per transect. Transects 
with high and low species richness and diversity were distributed fairly evenly throughout the park.

•	 The density of fish at all transects generally ranged from 0.29 to 3.26 fish/m2. Transects with the highest fish 
densities were concentrated along the northwestern coast of the peninsula.

•	 The secondary consumer, blackfin chromis, was by far the most abundant species found at Kalaupapa. It was 
more than five times as abundant as the next most common species in the park, the primary consumer, whitebar 
surgeonfish. 

•	 Secondary consumers accounted for approximately 69% of the individual fish observed, while apex predators 
accounted for 1%, with primary consumers making up the remaining 30%. 

•	 In contrast, the relative biomass of secondary consumers was 29%, compared to 8% for apex predators, and 
63% for primary consumers.

•	 Fish biomass ranged between 44.5 and 469.0 metric tons/km2 on all but two transects. 

•	 The bulk of the biomass was accounted for by the third most common species found in the park, the primary 
consumer, rudderfish. Rudderfish accounted for almost four times the biomass as the second most abundant 
species by biomass, the whitebar surgeonfish.
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Relative biomass of fish 
consumer groups at 
Kalaupapa NHP in 2010.

Relative density of fish 
consumer groups at 
Kalaupapa NHP in 2010.

Primary consumer     	
   (herbivore)

Secondary consumer    	
   (eats herbivores)

Apex predator 
   (top of food chain)

Species Common (Hawaii) Name Consumer Group Density* 
Chromis vanderbilti Blackfin chromis (unknown) Secondary 15.50

Acanthurus leucopareius Whitebar surgeonfish (mäikoiko) Primary 2.97

Kyphosus spp. Rudderfish (nenue) Primary 2.72

Paracirrhites arcatus Arc-eye hawkfish (piliko'a) Secondary 1.78

Acanthurus triostegus Convict surgeonfish (manini) Primary 1.70

Thalassoma duperrey Saddle wrasse (hinälea lauwili) Secondary 1.49

Acanthurus nigrofuscus Brown surgeonfish (mä'i'i'i) Primary 1.33

Ctenochaetus strigosus Goldring surgeonfish (kole) Secondary 1.06

Chromis ovalis Oval chromis (unknown) Secondary 0.68

Acanthurus olivaceus Orangeband surgeonfish (na'ena'e) Primary 0.54

Kalaupapa NHP Marine Fish Monitoring 
Program Annual Status Report for 2010

Species Common (Hawaii) Name Consumer Group Biomass** 
Kyphosus spp. Rudderfish (nenue) Primary 1969.56

Acanthurus leucopareius Whitebar surgeonfish (mäikoiko) Primary 514.92

Bodianus bilunalatus Hawaiian hogfish ('a'awa) Secondary 468.81

Naso lituratus Orangespine unicornfish (umaumalei) Primary 336.55

Acanthurus olivaceus Orangeband surgeonfish (na'ena'e) Primary 331.40

Caranx melampygus Bluefin trevally ('ömilu) Apex 272.15

Lutjanus kasmira Bluestripe snapper (ta'ape) Secondary 183.82

Cephalopholis argus Peacock grouper (roi) Apex 170.19

Ctenochaetus strigosus Goldring surgeonfish (kole) Secondary 168.03

Naso hexacanthus Sleek unicornfish (kala lölö) Secondary 145.60

Top ten fish species by density (no./m2)* 		
			       Top ten fish species by biomass (metric ton/km2)**
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Download the full 

The fish assemblage at Kalaupapa NHP appears healthy and robust compared to other 
nearshore areas in the main Hawaiian Islands.
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Climate  
Nine Pacific Island National Park Units 2010 data

•	 The 2010 October through April wet season in Hawaii was the driest in 30 years. The northern area of Kohala 
on the Big Island was classified in the exceptional drought category; the first time any area in the state has been 
classified as such. 

•	 Most parks in the Pacific Island Network were substantially drier and somewhat cooler than normal with the 
exception of the National Park of American Samoa. American Memorial Park and War in the Pacific National 
Historical Park were also drier, but slightly warmer than normal.

•	 Rainfall and temperature data for the islands in the PACN showed strong El Niño conditions until April 2010 
with a transition to La Niña conditions as spring progressed. 

•	 In Hawaii, late wet season rain fell at nearly normal monthly rates and abated drought conditions in most areas. 
A record single-day rainfall total of 5.41 inches fell at the Honolulu International Airport on Sunday, December 
19th, breaking the old record of 5.28 inches set in 1955. This one day event pushed the annual total much closer 
to normal conditions.

•	 The number of tropical cyclones in the North Pacific Basin during 2010 was far fewer than has ever been 
recorded, making 2010 a very remarkable year.

Background

Summary Points

Climate and weather influence every aspect of ecosystem health. For example, warmer ocean temperatures affect 
coral growth, and therefore, whole reef ecosystems. Climate/weather variations affect how invasive species spread, 
and influence the composition of terrestrial plant communities. Precipitation directly impacts groundwater 
dynamics, freshwater animals, and water quality. Insects are affected by changes in temperature, precipitation, and 
seasons which, in turn, affect bird communities. In short, climate affects everything. The primary goal of climate 
monitoring is to determine the status and trends of weather patterns and long-term climate regimes so managers 
can make informed decisions about resources. 

Climate is generally mild on equatorial Pacific islands. Weather patterns in the national parks are largely controlled 
by island topography and events like El Niño/La Niña Southern Oscillation. Two seasons prevail in Hawaii; the April 
through October dry season, and the November through March wet season. The wet season in American Samoa is 
from October through April and from July through November in the Marianas (Saipan and Guam).

In 2010, data was collected from 18 weather stations in or near parks across the Pacific Island Network. Many 
of the national park units in the Pacific islands contain multiple and various types of weather stations (COOP 
and/or RAWS stations). These stations take different measurements but are becoming increasingly standardized 
as the National Park Service installs new and replaces older models. Although weather measurements are not 
consistent among all parks, data collection and integration is improving each year. Measured variables typically 
include temperature, precipitation, wind speed and direction, humidity, solar radiation, barometric pressure, fuel 
temperature, and fuel moisture.

Results by National Park

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
Inventory & Monitoring Program

This table approximates the average temperature and precipitation for all of the weather stations 
in each park. These figures compare 2010 data with long-term "normal" conditions derived from 
historical data. Therefore, "69%" preciptation and "Less than 1°F warmer" temperature were 
the 2010 weather conditions as compared to the long-term average conditions for that park unit. 
*The 3°F cooler average temperature was taken from three lower elevation stations, whereas the 12°F 
cooler average was recorded at the summit of Mauna Loa.

The Weather/Climate Data Summary 2010 is a snapshot in time of weather data. After decades of similar weather 
data are collected and compared to weather data from both NPS and partner agencies on the islands, a long-term 
trend in climate pattern changes can be established for the national park units. Understanding how climate is 
changing helps National Park Service managers to adapt strategies for managing natural and cultural resources of all 
of the parks in the Pacific Island Network.

For the full report on weather patterns and data from individual weather stations, download: 
Annual Weather/Climate Data Summary 2010 

There can be substantial differences between weather variables among stations in any given park. Temperatures, 
winds, and precipitation  measured on top of a mountain, for example, will vary considerably from measurements 
taken at sea level. Generalized and condensed weather data on a park by park basis is presented in the table below.   

National Park Precipitation Temperature  Notes
American Memorial Park  69% Less than 1°F warmer

Haleakalä 
National Park        48% - 67% Less than 1°F cooler

A March tropical depression brought 
rain, but not enough to reverse the 
year's drought trend

Hawai'i Volcanoes       
National Park 17% - 46% 3° - 12°F cooler*

The 17% precipitation and 12°F cool-
er temperature data were recorded at 
the Mauna Loa Observatory station

Kalaupapa National 
Historical Park 71% Less than 1°F cooler

Strong winds from the N and NE 
dominated in Jan. - Feb., and strong E 
winds prevailed the rest of the year

Kaloko-Honokōhau     
National Historical Park 84% Less than 1°F cooler

Appears to be the park in Hawaii with 
the closest to normal conditions

Pu'uhonua o Hōnaunau 
National Historical Park 62% N/A

Temperature data will be collected at 
the park beginning in 2012

Pu'ukoholä Heiau        
National Historic Site 56% Less than 1°F cooler

Very dry all year with the exception of 
a slighter wetter Nov. and Dec.

National Park of 
American Samoa 109% 1°F - 2°F warmer

The only park to record wetter and up 
to 2°F warmer conditions

War in the Pacific        
National Historical Park 30% - 85% 1°F warmer

The Agat weather station received 
only 30% of normal rainfall with no 
rain from Aug. - Sept.

http://bit.ly/In8Xbs

